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Magnifico is a vividly colorful portrait of Lorenzo de' Medici, the uncrowned ruler of Florence during its
golden age. A true "Renaissance man," Lorenzo dazzled contemporaries with his prodigious talents and
magnetic personality. Known to history as Il Magnifico (the Magnificent), Lorenzo was not only the
foremost patron of his day but also a renowned poet, equally adept at composing philosophical verses and
obscene rhymes to be sung at Carnival. He befriended the greatest artists and writers of the time -- Leonardo,
Botticelli, Poliziano, and, especially, Michelangelo, whom he discovered as a young boy and invited to live
at his palace -- turning Florence into the cultural capital of Europe. He was the leading statesman of the age,
the fulcrum of Italy, but also a cunning and ruthless political operative. Miles Unger's biography of this
complex figure draws on primary research in Italian sources and on his intimate knowledge of Florence,
where he lived for several years.

Lorenzo's grandfather Cosimo had converted the vast wealth of the family bank into political power, but
from his earliest days Lorenzo's position was precarious. Bitter rivalries among the leading Florentine
families and competition among the squabbling Italian states meant that Lorenzo's life was under constant
threat. Those who plotted his death included a pope, a king, and a duke, but Lorenzo used his legendary
charm and diplomatic skill -- as well as occasional acts of violence -- to navigate the murderous labyrinth of
Italian politics. Against all odds he managed not only to survive but to preside over one of the great moments
in the history of civilization.

Florence in the age of Lorenzo was a city of contrasts, of unparalleled artistic brilliance and unimaginable
squalor in the city's crowded tenements; of both pagan excess and the fire-and-brimstone sermons of the
Dominican preacher Savonarola. Florence gave birpth to both the otherworldly perfection of Botticelli's
Primavera and the gritty realism of Machiavelli's The Prince. Nowhere was this world of contrasts more
perfectly embodied than in the life and character of the man who ruled this most fascinating city.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

The book Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Sally Watts:

Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici although doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Sheila Searcy:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Magnifico: The Brilliant
Life and Violent Times of Lorenzo de' Medici which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's view.

Joseph Myrick:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Magnifico: The Brilliant Life and Violent
Times of Lorenzo de' Medici. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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