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This sophisticated and masterful biography, written by a respected French history scholar who has taught
courses on Napoleon at the University of Paris, brings new and remarkable analysis to the study of modern
history's most famous general and statesman.

Since boyhood, Steven Englund has been fascinated by the unique force, personality, and political
significance of Napoleon Bonaparte, who, in only a decade and a half, changed the face of Europe forever. In
Napoleon: A Political Life, Englund harnesses his early passion and intellectual expertise to create a rich and
full interpretation of a brilliant but flawed leader.

Napoleon believed that war was a means to an end, not the end itself. With this in mind, Steven Englund
focuses on the political, rather than the military or personal, aspects of Napoleon's notorious and celebrated
life. Doing so permits him to arrive at some original conclusions. For example, where most biographers see
this subject as a Corsican patriot who at first detested France, Englund sees a young officer deeply
committed to a political event, idea, and opportunity (the French Revolution) -- not to any specific
nationality. Indeed, Englund dissects carefully the political use Napoleon made, both as First Consul and as
Emperor of the French, of patriotism, or "nation-talk."

As Englund charts Napoleon's dramatic rise and fall -- from his Corsican boyhood, his French education, his
astonishing military victories and no less astonishing acts of reform as First Consul (1799-1804) to his
controversial record as Emperor and, finally, to his exile and death -- he is at particular pains to explore the
unprecedented power Napoleon maintained over the popular imagination. Alone among recent biographers,
Englund includes a chapter that analyzes the Napoleonic legend over the course of the past two centuries,
down to the present-day French Republic, which has its own profound ambivalences toward this man whom
it is afraid to recognize yet cannot avoid. Napoleon: A Political Life presents new consideration of
Napoleon's adolescent and adult writings, as well as a convincing argument against the recent theory that the
Emperor was poisoned at St. Helena. The book also offers an explanation of Napoleon's role as father of the
"modern" in politics.

What finally emerges from these pages is a vivid and sympathetic portrait that combines youthful enthusiasm
and mature scholarly reflection. The result is already regarded by experts as the Napoleonic bicentennial's
first major interpretation of this perennial subject.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book Napoleon: A Political Life will make you to be
smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

John Bullard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Napoleon: A Political Life can be excellent book to read. May
be it is usually best activity to you.

Barbara Jackson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Napoleon: A Political Life.

Kimberly Duda:

You will get this Napoleon: A Political Life by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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