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What did people make of death in the world of Atlantic slavery? In The Reaper's Garden, Vincent Brown
asks this question about Jamaica, the staggeringly profitable hub of the British Empire in America--and a
human catastrophe. Popularly known as the grave of the Europeans, it was just as deadly for Africans and
their descendants. Yet among the survivors, the dead remained both a vital presence and a social force.

In this compelling and evocative story of a world in flux, Brown shows that death was as generative as it was
destructive. From the eighteenth-century zenith of British colonial slavery to its demise in the 1830s, the
Grim Reaper cultivated essential aspects of social life in Jamaica--belonging and status, dreams for the
future, and commemorations of the past. Surveying a haunted landscape, Brown unfolds the letters of
anxious colonists; listens in on wakes, eulogies, and solemn incantations; peers into crypts and coffins, and
finds the very spirit of human struggle in slavery. Masters and enslaved, fortune seekers and spiritual healers,
rebels and rulers, all summoned the dead to further their desires and ambitions. In this turbulent transatlantic
world, Brown argues, "mortuary politics" played a consequential role in determining the course of history.

Insightful and powerfully affecting, The Reaper's Garden promises to enrich our understanding of the ways
that death shaped political life in the world of Atlantic slavery and beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Elisabeth Martinez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Reaper's Garden: Death
and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery to read.

George Eichner:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in
the World of Atlantic Slavery is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Kelli Valverde:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
The Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery can make you experience more
interested to read.

Rayford Alexander:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims The
Reaper's Garden: Death and Power in the World of Atlantic Slavery.
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