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As London emerged from the devastation of the Second World War, planners and policymakers sought to
rebuild the city in ways that would reshape the behavior of its citizens as much as it would its buildings and
infrastructure—a program defined by a strong emphasis on civic order and conservative values of national
community. One of the groups most significantly affected by this new, moralistic climate of reformation and
renewal was queer men, whom the police, the media, and lawmakers targeted as an urgent urban problem by
marking their lives and desires as criminal and deviant.
 
In The Spiv and the Architect, Richard Hornsey examines how queer men legitimized, resisted, and
reinvented this ambitious reconstruction program, which extended from the design of basic public spaces and
municipal libraries to private living rooms and home decor. From their association with the urban stereotype
of the spiv (slang for a young petty criminal who lived by his wits and shirked legitimate work) and
vilification in the tabloids as perverts to the assimilated homosexuals within reformist psychology, Hornsey
details how these efforts to transform London fundamentally restructured the experiences and identities of
gay men in the city and throughout the country.
 
Providing the first critical history of this cultural moment, In The Spiv and the Architect weaves together a
vast archive of sources—canvases and photobooth self-portraits by the painter Francis Bacon, urban
planning documents and drawings, popular fiction and films, autobiographical and psychological accounts of
homosexuality, design exhibitions about the modern British home, and the library books defaced by the
playwright Joe Orton—to present both a radically revised account of homosexuality in postwar London and
an important new narrative about mid-twentieth-century British modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Graybill:

The book untitled The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London is the book that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Tomasini:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar
London can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Charles Kinsella:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London
giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
shelling out spare time activity?

John Casper:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Spiv and the Architect: Unruly Life in Postwar London can make you sense



more interested to read.
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