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For more than a decade, Clear and Simple as the Truth has guided readers to consider style not as an elegant
accessory of effective prose but as its very heart. Francis-Noël Thomas and Mark Turner present writing as
an intellectual activity, not a passive application of verbal skills. In classic style, the motive is truth, the
purpose is presentation, the reader and writer are intellectual equals, and the occasion is informal. This
general style of presentation is at home everywhere, from business memos to personal letters and from
magazine articles to student essays. Everyone talks about style, but no one explains it. The authors of this
book do; and in doing so, they provoke the reader to consider style, not as an elegant accessory of effective
prose, but as its very heart.

At a time when writing skills have virtually disappeared, what can be done? If only people learned the
principles of verbal correctness, the essential rules, wouldn't good prose simply fall into place? Thomas and
Turner say no. Attending to rules of grammar, sense, and sentence structure will no more lead to effective
prose than knowing the mechanics of a golf swing will lead to a hole-in-one. Furthermore, ten-step programs
to better writing exacerbate the problem by failing to recognize, as Thomas and Turner point out, that there
are many styles with different standards.

The book is divided into four parts. The first, "Principles of Classic Style," defines the style and contrasts it
with a number of others. "The Museum" is a guided tour through examples of writing, both exquisite and
execrable. "The Studio," new to this edition, presents a series of structured exercises. Finally, "Further
Readings in Classic Prose" offers a list of additional examples drawn from a range of times, places, and
subjects.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Ashlock:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Clear and Simple as the Truth:
Writing Classic Prose reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Clear and Simple as the Truth:
Writing Classic Prose as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Maria Scully:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Arthur Haynes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing
Classic Prose has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading in which.

Michael Wheeler:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic Prose can make you feel more
interested to read.
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