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Literary Nonfiction. LGBT Studies. Italian American Studies. Edited by Joseph Anthony LoGiudice and
Michael Carosone. OUR NAKED LIVES: ESSAYS FROM GAY ITALIAN AMERICAN MEN includes
essays by Michael Carosone, John D'Emilio, Charles Derry, George De Stefano, Joseph A. Federico, Joseph
Anthony LoGiudice, Michael Luongo, David Masello, Tommi Avicolli Mecca, Joe Oppedisano, Felice
Picano, Frank Anthony Polito, Michael Schiavi, Frank Spinelli, and Tony Tripoli.

The impetus for this book derived from Michael's thesis on the marginalization of Italian American literature
for his master's degree in English. While conducting his research, Michael stumbled upon two books of gay
Italian American writings. The only two books! At first, Michael was excited with his discovery. Then
disappointment and anger erased the excitement when he realized that Gay Italian American identities and
voices were not represented in literature, especially Italian American literature and Queer literature. So, we
talked about how both of our identities—Gay and Italian American—never appeared throughout our years of
formal education. Those two characters were never written in the scenes; those two actors were never given
roles on the stage. And we wondered how much longer this would continue, and how much more we were
able to tolerate. The purpose of this book is to present these essays that inform on the experiences of these
men and their lives as part of the diverse fabric of American society. The lives of these writers are complex
because they are forced to conform into a society that demands that they do not express their sexual and
ethnic identities, with pride, in positive ways. As sexual and ethnic minorities, these men experience double
discrimination. Many people will ask why this book is important and unique, and why this group of men is
important and unique. Our answer to that often ubiquitous and trite question is this: Our identities, voices,
words, and lives are important and unique because the intersection of our sexuality and ethnicity does not
allow us to fit in to the mainstream American society and culture, thereby keeping us in the margins. And it
should be common sense and common knowledge by now, in the twenty-first century, that no human being
deserves to be marginalized for any reason.
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From reader reviews:

Maryanna Kuhns:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay
Italian American Men (Via Folios) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

William Fuller:

This Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Our Naked Lives: Essays from
Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men
(Via Folios) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lorraine Vargas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Jocelyn Lee:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian
American Men (Via Folios) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Our
Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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