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- The Death of Ivan Ilyich, first published in 1886, is a novella by Leo Tolstoy, one of the masterpieces of
his late fiction, written shortly after his religious conversion of the late 1870s.
"Usually classed among the best examples of the novella", The Death of Ivan Ilyich tells the story of the
sufferings and death of a high-court judge in 19th-century Russia.
Ivan Ilyich lives a carefree life that is "most simple and most ordinary and therefore most terrible". Like
everyone he knows, he spends his life climbing the social ladder. Enduring marriage to a woman whom he
often finds too demanding, he works his way up to be a magistrate, thanks to the influence he has over a
friend who has just been promoted, focusing more on his work as his family life becomes less tolerable.
While hanging curtains for his new home one day, he falls awkwardly and hurts his side. Though he does not
think much of it at first, he begins to suffer from a pain in his side. As his discomfort grows, his behavior
towards his family becomes more irritable. His wife finally insists that he visit a physician. The physician
cannot pinpoint the source of his malady, but soon it becomes clear that his condition is terminal. Confronted
with his diagnosis, Ivan attempts every remedy he can to obtain a cure for his worsening situation until the
pain grows so intense he is forced to cease working and spend the remainder of his days in bed. Here, he is
brought face to face with his mortality, and realizes that although he knows of it, he does not truly grasp it.
During the long and painful process of death, Ivan dwells on the idea that he does not deserve his suffering
because he has lived rightly. If he had not lived a good life, there could be a reason for his pain; but he has,
so pain and death must be arbitrary and senseless. As he begins to hate his family for avoiding the subject of
his death, for pretending he is only sick and not dying, he finds his only comfort in his peasant boy servant
Gerasim, the only person in Ivan's life who does not fear death, and also the only one who, apart from his
own son, shows compassion for him. Ivan begins to question whether he has, in fact, lived a good life.
In the final days of his life, Ivan makes a clear split between an artificial life, such as his own, which masks
the true meaning of life and makes one fear death, and an authentic life, the life of Gerasim. Authentic life is
marked by compassion and sympathy; the artificial life by self-interest. Then "some force" strikes Ivan in the
chest and side, and he is brought into the presence of a bright light. His hand falls onto his nearby son's head,
and Ivan pities his son. He no longer hates his daughter or wife, but rather feels pity for them, and hopes his
death will release them. In so doing, his terror of death leaves him, and as Tolstoy suggests, death itself
disappears.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Maravilla:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Death of Ivan Ilyich. Try to face the book The Death of Ivan
Ilyich as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Kevin Burkes:

The reserve untitled The Death of Ivan Ilyich is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book,
so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
The Death of Ivan Ilyich from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Freddy Lamberth:

Beside this particular The Death of Ivan Ilyich in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Death of Ivan Ilyich because this book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but
you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Carmen Flood:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book The
Death of Ivan Ilyich. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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