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Originally published in Brazil as O Diabo e a Terra de Santa Cruz, this translation from the Portuguese
analyzes the nature of popular religion and the ways it was transferred to the New World in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. Using richly detailed transcripts from Inquisition trials, Mello e Souza reconstructs
how Iberian, indigenous, and African beliefs fused to create a syncretic and magical religious culture in
Brazil.

Focusing on sorcery, the author argues that European traditions of witchcraft combined with practices of
Indians and African slaves to form a uniquely Brazilian set of beliefs that became central to the lives of the
people in the colony. Her work shows how the Inquisition reinforced the view held in Europe (particularly
Portugal) that the colony was a purgatory where those who had sinned were exiled, a place where the Devil
had a wide range of opportunities. Her focus on the three centuries of the colonial period, the multiple
regions in Brazil, and the Indian, African, and Portuguese traditions of magic, witchcraft, and healing, make
the book comprehensive in scope.

Stuart Schwartz of Yale University says, "It is arguably the best book of this genre about Latin America...all
in all, a wonderful book." Alida Metcalf of Trinity University, San Antonio, says, "This book is a major
contribution to the field of Brazilian history...the first serious study of popular religion in colonial
Brazil...Mello e Souza is a wonderful writer."
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Head:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular
Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) book is readable through you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The
Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas
Translations from Latin America Series) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in
Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Blake Westerman:

The publication with title The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular
Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) includes a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Marcela Beach:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft,
Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) can be the
answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Marian Knight:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross:
Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series)
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go



through it. Beside that the book The Devil and the Land of the Holy Cross: Witchcraft, Slavery, and Popular
Religion in Colonial Brazil (Llilas Translations from Latin America Series) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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