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Although the Information Age is often described as a new era, a cultural leap springing directly from the
invention of modern computers, it is simply the latest step in a long cultural process. Its conceptual roots
stretch back to the profound changes that occurred during the Age of Reason and Revolution. When
Information Came of Age argues that the key to the present era lies in understanding the systems developed
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries to gather, store, transform, display, and communicate
information.

The book provides a concise and readable survey of the many conceptual developments between 1700 and
1850 and draws connections to leading technologies of today. It documents three breakthroughs in
information systems that date to the period: the classification and nomenclature of Linnaeus, the chemical
system devised by Lavoisier, and the metric system. It shows how eighteenth-century political arithmeticians
and demographers pioneered statistics and graphs as a means for presenting data succinctly and visually. It
describes the transformation of cartography from art to science as it incorporated new methods for
determining longitude at sea and new data on the measure the arc of the meridian on land. Finally, it looks at
the early steps in codifying and transmitting information, including the development of dictionaries, the
invention of semaphore telegraphs and naval flag signaling, and the conceptual changes in the use and
purpose of postal services.

When Information Came of Age shows that like the roots of democracy and industrialization, the foundations
of the Information Age were built in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

John Vandorn:

This book untitled When Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and
Revolution, 1700-1850 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
reserve from your list.

Elizabeth Talbot:

This When Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution,
1700-1850 is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great
plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having When Information Came of Age: Technologies of
Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 in your hand like having the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that will?

Jack Jackson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and When Information Came of Age: Technologies of
Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 or maybe others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes When
Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Tony Hogan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the When Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and
Revolution, 1700-1850 when you needed it?
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