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In this moving and unexpected book, Joan Didion reassesses parts of her life, her work, her history, and ours.
Where I Was From, in Didion’s words, “represents an exploration into my own confusions about the place
and the way in which I grew up, confusions as much about America as about California, misapprehensions
and misunderstandings so much a part of who I became that I can still to this day confront them only
obliquely.” The book is a haunting narrative of how her own family moved west with the frontier from the
birth of her great-great-great-great-great-grandmother in Virginia in 1766 to the death of her mother on the
edge of the Pacific in 2001; of how the wagon-train stories of hardship and abandonment and endurance
created a culture in which survival would seem the sole virtue.

In Where I Was From, Didion turns what John Leonard has called “her sonar ear, her radar eye” onto her
own work, as well as that of such California writers as Frank Norris and Jack London and Henry George, to
examine how the folly and recklessness in the very grain of the California settlement led to the California we
know today–a state mortgaged first to the railroad, then to the aerospace industry, and overwhelmingly to the
federal government, a dependent colony of those political and corporate owners who fly in for the annual
encampment of the
Bohemian Club. Here is the one writer we always want to read on California showing us the startling
contradictions in its–and in America’s–core values.

Joan Didion’s unerring sense of America and its spirit, her acute interpretation of its institutions and
literature, and her incisive questioning of the stories it tells itself make this fiercely intelligent book a
provocative and important tour de force from one of our greatest writers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Serina Horne:

The e-book untitled Where I Was From (Vintage International) is the guide that recommended to you to
study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Where I Was From (Vintage International) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Michael Jones:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be examine. Where I Was From (Vintage International) can be your answer given it can be read
by you who have those short spare time problems.

William Johnson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Where I Was From (Vintage International) this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Michael Castillo:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Where I Was From (Vintage International) was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Where I Was From (Vintage
International) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading this.
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