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A tale of forbidden love and inevitable death, the medieval legend of Tristan and Isolde recounts the story of
two lovers unknowingly drinking a magic potion and ultimately dying in one another's arms. While critics
have lauded Wagner's Tristan and Isolde for the originality and subtlety of the music, they have denounced
the drama as a "mere trifle"--a rendering of Wagner's forbidden love for Matilde Wesendonck, the wife of a
banker who supported him during his exile in Switzerland.

Death-Devoted Heart explodes this established interpretation, proving the drama to be more than just a
sublimation of the composer's love for Wesendonck or a wistful romantic dream. Scruton boldly attests that
Tristan and Isolde has profound religious meaning and remains as relevant today as it was to Wagner's
contemporaries. He also offers keen insight into the nature of erotic love, the sacred qualities of human
passion, and the peculiar place of the erotic in our culture. His argument touches on the nature of tragedy, the
significance of ritual sacrifice, and the meaning of redemption, providing a fresh interpretation of Wagner's
masterpiece. Roger Scruton has written an original and provocative account of Wagner's music drama, which
blends philosophy, criticism, and musicology in order to show the work's importance in the twenty-first
century.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Chabot:

This Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read
a lot of information you will get. That Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and
Isolde without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
be worry Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde can bring any time you
are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde having
excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

James Hose:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the publication untitled Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde can be fine
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Leonard Jones:

The book untitled Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
read.

Henry Taylor:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Death-Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in
Wagner's Tristan and Isolde was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Death-
Devoted Heart: Sex and the Sacred in Wagner's Tristan and Isolde has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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