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Musicals are the most popular form of stage entertainment today, with the West End and Broadway
dominated by numerous long-running hits. But for every Wicked or Phantom of the Opera, there are dozens
of casualties that didn’t fare quite so well. In this book, Julian Woolford explores the musical-theatre canon
to explain why and how some musicals work, why some don’t, and what you should (and shouldn’t) do if
you’re thinking of writing your own.

Drawing on his experience as a successful writer and director of musicals, and as a lecturer in writing
musicals at the University of London, Woolford outlines every step of the creative process, from hatching
the initial idea and developing a structure for the work, through creating the book, the music and the lyrics,
and on to the crucial process of rewriting. He then guides the reader through getting a musical produced,
with invaluable advice about generating future productions and sustaining a career.

The book includes dozens of exercises to assist the novice writer in developing their craft, and detailed case
studies of well-known musicals such as Les Misérables, The Sound of Music, Miss Saigon, Little Shop of
Horrors, Godspel and Evita.

An essential guide for any writers (or would-be writers) of musicals, How Musicals Work is a fascinating
insight for anyone interested in the art form or who has ever wondered what it takes to get from first idea to
first night.

'If anyone knows how musicals work (I’m not sure I do), this highly entertaining dissection of every aspect
of that bewildering art form reveals that Julian Woolford does.' Tim Rice

'Excellent... a useful source of information' The Stage
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book How Musicals Work: And
How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) has been making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication How Musicals Work:
And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) is not only giving you more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book How Musicals Work: And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook). You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Jose Miller:

The feeling that you get from How Musicals Work: And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but How Musicals Work: And How to Write Your Own
(Theatrebook) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that How Musicals
Work: And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) instantly.

Thomas Daniels:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject How Musicals
Work: And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled How Musicals Work: And How to Write Your Own
(Theatrebook)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Vincent Newton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The



How Musicals Work: And How to Write Your Own (Theatrebook) will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.
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