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In the second Quarterly Essay, John Birmingham takes apart the folly of twenty-five years of Australian
policy on East Timor. How did Gough Whitlam and Richard Woolcott in 1975 saddle this country with a
policy that was bound to lead to the intervention of 1999? Why were shrewder voices ignored and why did
we persist with an unworkable model? Where does this leave us with an Indonesia still dominated by the old
power elites? And what was the tragedy like for the people of East Timor? John Birmingham has written a
passionate narrative history of the East Timor question which never turns away from the slaughter and
sorrow of the people who suffered it.

Appeasing Jakarta is an analysis of what happened in 1975 when we condoned Indonesia's intervention and
what happened in 1999 when we stood against it ...John Birmingham is deadly in his disdain for the way a
defunct paradigm...was clung to like a dogma...but [this] is also an essay about the human cost...written in
flowing colours with a strong narrative streak and a swashbuckling power of dispatch... —Peter Craven,
Introduction

It was a policy of wilful blindness, made possible only because we were always somewhere else when the
trigger was pulled."" —John Birmingham, Appeasing Jakarta

John Birmingham’s books include the cult memoir He Died with a Felafel in His Hand, Leviathan: The
Unauthorised Biography of Sydney and the fiction series Weapons of Choice. He is the author of two
Quarterly Essays, Appeasing Jakarta: Australia’s Complicity in the East Timor Tragedy and A Time for
War: Australia as a Military Power. He is a regular contributor to the Monthly.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Pryor:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Quarterly Essay 2 Appeasing
Jakarta: Australia's Complicity in the East Timor Tragedy is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Zamora:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Quarterly Essay 2 Appeasing Jakarta:
Australia's Complicity in the East Timor Tragedy publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still skepticism Quarterly Essay 2 Appeasing Jakarta: Australia's Complicity in the East Timor
Tragedy as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jeffrey Barclay:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Quarterly Essay 2 Appeasing Jakarta: Australia's Complicity in the East
Timor Tragedy this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why
this book ideal all of you.

James Ojeda:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Quarterly Essay 2 Appeasing Jakarta: Australia's Complicity in
the East Timor Tragedy can make you sense more interested to read.
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