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In this bold study of cinematic depictions of violence in the south, Deborah E. Barker explores the ongoing
legacy of the “southern rape complex” in American film. Taking as her starting point D. W. Griffith’s
infamous Birth of a Nation, Barker demonstrates how the tropes and imagery of the southern rape complex
continue to assert themselves across a multitude of genres, time periods, and stylistic modes.

Drawing from Gilles Deleuze’s work on cinema, Barker examines plot, dialogue, and camera technique as
she considers several films: The Story of Temple Drake (1933), Sanctuary (1958), Touch of Evil (1958), To
Kill a Mockingbird (1962), and Cape Fear (1962). Placing this body of analysis in the context of the
historical periods when these films appeared and the literary sources on which they are based, Barker reveals
the protean power of cinematic racialized violence amid the shifting cultural and political landscapes of the
South and the nation as a whole.

By focusing on familiar literary and cinematic texts—each produced or set during moments of national crisis
such as the Great Depression or the civil rights movement—Barker’s Reconstructing Violence offers fresh
insights into the anxiety that has underpinned sexual and racial violence in cinematic representations of the
South.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Garber:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Reconstructing Violence: The Southern Rape Complex in Film
and Literature (Southern Literary Studies) has been making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Reconstructing Violence:
The Southern Rape Complex in Film and Literature (Southern Literary Studies) is not only giving you more
new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Reconstructing Violence: The Southern Rape
Complex in Film and Literature (Southern Literary Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Reconstructing Violence: The Southern Rape
Complex in Film and Literature (Southern Literary Studies) can be very good book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

James Hopwood:

Often the book Reconstructing Violence: The Southern Rape Complex in Film and Literature (Southern
Literary Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Vickie Duke:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This book Reconstructing Violence: The Southern Rape Complex in Film and
Literature (Southern Literary Studies) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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