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For more than four decades, biblical experts have tried to place the story of Exodusinto historical context--
without success. What could explain the Nile turning to blood, insects swarming the land, and the sky falling
to darkness? Integrating biblical accounts with substantive archaeological evidence, The Parting of the Sea
looks at how natural phenomena shaped the stories of Exodus, the Sojourn in the Wilderness, and the
Israelite conquest of Canaan. Barbara Sivertsen demonstrates that the Exodus was in fact two separate
exoduses both triggered by volcanic eruptions--and provides scientific explanations for the ten plagues and
the parting of the Red Sea. Over time, Israelite oral tradition combined these events into the Exodus narrative
known today.

Skillfully unifying textual and archaeological records with details of ancient geological events, Sivertsen
shows how the first exodus followed a 1628 B.C.E Minoan eruption that produced all but one of the first
nine plagues. The second exodus followed an eruption of avolcano off the Aegean island of Y ali almost two
centuries later, creating the tenth plague of darkness and a series of tsunamis that "parted the sea" and
drowned the pursuing Egyptian army. Sivertsen's brilliant account explains inconsistenciesin the biblical
story, fits chronologically with the conquest of Jericho, and confirms that the Israelites were in Canaan
before the end of the sixteenth century B.C.E.

In examining oral traditions and how these practices absorb and process geological details through
storytelling, The Parting of the Sea reveals how powerful historical narratives are transformed into myth.
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From reader reviews:
TaraWilson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
whileisreading. Y eah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Parting of the Sea:
How Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodus book as nice and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Walter Crouse:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become alife style. Thisreading routine
giveyou lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Parting of the Sea: How Vol canoes,
Earthguakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of Exodusis kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Donald Diaz:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, waysto
reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Parting of the Sea: How V olcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues
Shaped the Story of Exodus can make you experience more interested to read.

Mario Davis:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be ableto year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book The Parting of the Sea: How Vol canoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story of
Exodus we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must like to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change
your life with that book The Parting of the Sea: How V olcanoes, Earthquakes, and Plagues Shaped the Story



of Exodus. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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