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A controversial issue of public debate during the recent years, esotericism can be described as the search for
an absolute but hidden knowledge that people claim to access through mystical vision, the mediation of
higher beings, or personal experience. In Western cultura history these claims often led to conflicts with
more established forms of scriptural religions and with reductionist interpretationsin science and philosophy.
In this highly readable book Kocku von Stuckrad describes the impact of esoteric currents from antiquity to
the present and pursues the continuities and breaks in atradition that significantly influenced the formation
of modernity. When Hermes Trismegistos reveal s wisdom of an absolute quality, the unveiling of hidden
knowledge in Jewish Kabbalah is transformed by Christians, Renaissance thinkers speak of an 'eternal
philosophy,' or when in the 'New Age' peopletry to get in contact with a source of superior understanding--in
every case the dynamic of concealment and revelation is at stake and the ways this hidden knowledge can be
made accessible for human curiosity.
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From reader reviews:
Bernadine Williams:

This book untitled Western Esotericism: A Brief History of Secret Knowledge to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit upon it.
Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by way of online. The
publisher of this book sellsthe e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Eula Johnson:

The reason why? Because this Western Esotericism: A Brief History of Secret Knowledge is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the
ideainside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So, itisgood for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book
will give you alot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | had been you | will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Diane Sanchez;

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Western Esotericism: A Brief History of Secret Knowledge this book consist alot of
the information of the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

AdrienneHelms:

Isit a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Western Esotericism: A Brief History of Secret
Knowledge can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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