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For along time, the American West was mainly identified with white masculinity, but as more women’s
narratives of westward expansion came to light, scholars revised purely patriarchal interpretations. Writing
the Trail continues in this vein by providing a comparative literary analysis of five frontier narratives---Susan
Magoffin’s Down the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico, Sarah Royce' s A Frontier Lady, Louise Clappe's The
Shirley Letters, Eliza Farnham’s California, In-doors and Out, and Lydia Spencer Lane’s| Married a
Soldier---to explore the ways in which women'’s responses to the western environment differed from

men’ s.sThroughout their very different journeys---from an eighteen-year-old bride and self-styled
“wandering princess’ on the Santa Fe Trail, to the mining camps of northern California, to garrison lifein
the Southwest---these women moved out of their traditional positions as objects of masculine culture.
Initially disoriented, they soon began the complex process of assimilating to a new environment, changing
views of power and authority, and making homes in wilderness conditions.sBecause critics tend to consider
nineteenth-century women’ s writings as confirmations of home and stability, they overlook aspects of
women’ s textualizations of themselves that are dynamic and contingent on movement through space. Asthe
narratives in Writing the Trail illustrate, women’s frontier writings depict geographical, spiritual, and
psychological movement. By tracing the journeys of Magoffin, Royce, Clappe, Farnham, and Lane, readers
are exposed to the subversive strength of travel writing and come to a new understanding of gender roles on
the nineteenth-century frontier.
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From reader reviews:
Y vette Bar stow:

The book Writing the Trail: Five Women's Frontier Narratives give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Writing the Trail:
Five Women's Frontier Narratives for being your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like start and read areserve Writing the Trail: Five Women's Frontier Narratives. Kinds of book are alot of.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Breanne Gardner:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
whileisreading. Y es, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular
Writing the Trail: Five Women's Frontier Narratives book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Sylvester Perkins:

Y ou may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Writing the Trail: Five Women's Frontier
Narratives is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Ronald Tanaka:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Writing the Trail: Five Women's
Frontier Narratives which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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