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In 1820 the Missouri controversy erupted over the issue of slavery in the newly acquired lands of the
Louisiana Purchase. It fell to Jesse Burgess Thomas (1777–1853), a junior U.S. senator from the new state of
Illinois, to handle the delicate negotiations that led to the Missouri Compromise. Thomas’s maturity, good
judgment, and restraint helped pull the country back from the brink of disunion and created a compromise
that held for thirty-four years. In Dividing the Union, Matthew W. Hall examines the legal issues underlying
the controversy and the legislative history of the Missouri Compromise while focusing on the aspects of
Thomas’s life and character that gave him such influence. The first in-depth biography of Thomas, Hall’s
work demonstrates how the legislative battle over the Compromise reflected the underlying nuances of the
larger struggle over slavery.

 

The text of the Missouri Compromise originated from the Northwest Ordinance. Article VI of the Ordinance
purported to prohibit slavery in the Northwest Territory, but paradoxically, a provision that assured property
rights in another article was used to protect slavery. People in some parts of the Northwest sought to
circumvent Article VI by formulating indenture laws and various state constitutional provisions addressing
slavery. Pro- and antislavery activists eventually developed quite different interpretations of the relevant
language in these documents, making negotiations over slavery in the new territory extremely complicated.

 

As Hall demonstrates, Thomas was perfectly situated geographically, politically, and ideologically to
navigate the Missouri controversy. He was the first speaker of the Indiana Territorial General Assembly, one
of the first territorial judges in the Illinois Territory, and the president of the Illinois State Constitutional
Convention in 1818. Because the drive for statehood in Illinois was strong, the convention managed to skirt
the divisive issue of slavery, due in large part to Thomas’s efforts. That he was never required to clearly
articulate his own views on slavery allowed Thomas to maintain a degree of neutrality, and his varied
political career gave him the experience necessary to craft a compromise.

 

Thomas’s final version of the Compromise included shrewdly worded ambiguities that supported opposing
interests in the matter of slavery. These ambiguities secured the passage of the Compromise and its
endurance until the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854. By weaving Thomas’s life story into the history of the
Missouri Compromise, Hall offers new insight into both a pivotal piece of legislation and an important,
previously overlooked figure in nineteenth-century American politics. 
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess Thomas and the
Making of the Missouri Compromise can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ethan Scott:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess Thomas
and the Making of the Missouri Compromise publication written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess Thomas and the Making of the Missouri Compromise as good book
not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its cover,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Deborah Beaudry:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for your requirements is Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess Thomas and the Making of the Missouri
Compromise this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Sunny Weaver:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess
Thomas and the Making of the Missouri Compromise as well as others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was



created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Dividing the Union: Jesse Burgess Thomas
and the Making of the Missouri Compromise to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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