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Only by understanding Dao (the Way of Nature) and dwelling in its unity can humankind achieve true
happiness and freedom, in both life and death. This is the central tenet of the philosophy that was to become
Daoism, espoused by the person -- or group of people -- known as Zhuanzi (369?-286? B.C.), in the text of
the same name. In order to be free, individuals must discard rigid conventions that distinguish good from
bad, right from wrong, and follow a course of action not founded on motives of gain or striving. When one
ceases to judge events as good or bad, man-made suffering disappears and natural suffering is embraced as
part of life.

Elucidating a mystical philosophy dedicated to the spiritual nourishment of the individual, Zhuangzi makes
many points through humor. He also uses parable and anecdote, non sequitur and even nonsense, to jolt the
reader into awareness of truth outside the pale of ordinary logic. With inspired, unconventional language and
visionary ideas, the Zhuangzi seems to float free of the historical period and society in which it was written,
addressing all people across all ages.

Columbia presents this renowned translation by Burton Watson of a seminal text in Chinese philosophy in
pinyin romanization for the first time. Look for new pinyin editions of three other classic philosophical texts
translated by Watson: Xunzi: Basic Writings, Han Feizi: Basic Writings, and Mozi: Basic Writings.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Zhuangzi: Basic
Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics) book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Melinda Miller:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics), you may tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a reserve.

Michael Aldrich:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian
Classics) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Rebecca Beal:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
definitely Zhuangzi: Basic Writings (Translations from the Asian Classics).
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