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At the heart of this volume are three trials held in Athens in the fourth century BCE. The defendants were all
women and in each case the charges involved a combination of ritual activities. Two were condemned to
death. Because of the brevity of the ancient sources, and their lack of agreement, the precise charges are
unclear, and the reasons for taking these women to court remain mysterious.

Envy, Poison, and Death takes the complexity and confusion of the evidence not as a riddle to be solved, but
as revealing multiple social dynamics. It explores the changing factors - material, ideological, and
psychological - that may have provoked these events. It focuses in particular on the dual role of envy
(phthonos) and gossip as processes by which communities identified people and activities that were
dangerous, and examines how and why those local, even individual,
dynamics may have come to shape official civic decisions during a time of perceived hardship.

At first sight so puzzling, these trials reveal a vivid picture of the socio-political environment of Athens
during the early-mid fourth century BCE, including responses to changes in women's status and behaviour,
and attitudes to ritual activities within the city. The volume reveals some of the characters, events, and even
emotions that would help to shape an emergent concept of magic: it suggests that the boundary of acceptable
behaviour was shifting, not only within the legal arena but also
through the active involvement of society beyond the courts.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Bencomo:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on
Trial in Classical Athens is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and need in this era.

James Smith:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on
Trial in Classical Athens, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Harry Oliver:

You may spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on
Trial in Classical Athens is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Allison Lyon:

Beside this specific Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens in your phone, it might
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It
is good thing to have Envy, Poison, and Death: Women on Trial in Classical Athens because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book along with read it from today!
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