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When Jay Keyser arrived at MIT in 1977 to head theDepartment of Linguistics and Philosophy, he writes, he
"felt like a fishthat had been introduced to water for the first time." At MIT, acolleague grabbed him by the
lapels to discuss dark matter; Noam Chomsky calledhim "boss" (double SOB spelled backward?); and
engaging in conflictresolution made him feel like "a marriage counselor trying to reconcile aunion between a
Jehovah's witness and a vampire."In Mens et Mania, Keyserrecounts his academic and administrative
adventures during a career of morethan thirty years. Keyser describes the administrative side of his MIT life,
not only as department headbut also as Associate Provost and Special Assistant to the Chancellor. Keyser
had to run a department ("budgets were like horoscopes") and negotiate student grievances -- from the
legality of showing Deep Throat in a dormitory to the uproar caused by the arrests of students for
antiapartheid demonstrations. Keyser also describes a visiting Japanese delegation horrified by the
disrepairof the linguistics department offices (Chomsky tells them "Our motto is: Physically shabby.
Intellectually first class."); convincing a student not to jump off the roof of the Green Building; and recent
attempts to look at MIT through a corporate lens. And he explains the special faculty-student bond at MIT:
the faculty sees the students as themselves thirty years earlier. Keyser observes that MIT is hard to get into
and even harder to leave, for faculty as well as for students. Writing about retirement, Keyser quotes the song
Groucho Marx sang in Animal Crackers as he was leaving a party -- "Hello, I must be going." Students
famously say "Tech is hell." Keyser says,"It's been a helluva party." This entertaining and thought-provoking
memoir will make readers glad that Keyser hasn't quite left.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Marsh:

The book Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody Knows (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody
Knows (MIT Press)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Mens et
Mania: The MIT Nobody Knows (MIT Press) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Cleveland Wheeler:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Mens et Mania:
The MIT Nobody Knows (MIT Press) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Solange Smith:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody
Knows (MIT Press) as your daily resource information.

Ruth Zimmer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody Knows (MIT
Press) can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't
and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than various
other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Mens et Mania: The MIT Nobody
Knows (MIT Press).
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