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RABI’A BASRI: SELECTED POEMS Translation & Introduction Paul Smith RABI’A BASRI (717-801).
Throughout her life, her Love of God, poverty and self-denial did not waver. She did not possess much other
than a broken jug, a rush mat and a brick, which she used as a pillow. She spent nights in prayer and
contemplation, chiding herself if she slept because it took her away from her active Love of God. As her
fame grew she had many disciples. More interesting than her asceticism is the actual concept of Divine Love
that Rabi’a introduced. She was the first to introduce the idea that God should be loved for God’s own sake,
not out of fear -- as earlier Sufis had done. She taught that repentance was a gift from God as none could
repent unless God had already accepted him and given this gift of repentance. She had a high ideal,
worshipping God neither from fear of Hell nor from hope of Paradise, for she saw such self-interest as
unworthy of God’s servants; emotions like fear and hope were like veils. She is widely considered the most
important of the early Sufi poets. Here are most of the small number of poems that survive in the forms they
were composed, an introduction on her life and times and a chapter on Sufi poetry. 100 pages. COMMENTS
ON PAUL SMITH’S TRANSLATION OF HAFIZ’S ‘DIVAN’. “It is not a joke... the English version of
ALL the ghazals of Hafiz is a great feat and of paramount importance. I am astonished.” Dr. Mir Mohammad
Taghavi (Dr. of Literature) Tehran. “Superb translations. 99% Hafiz 1% Paul Smith.” Ali Akbar
Shapurzman, translator of many mystical works in English into Persian and knower of Hafiz’s Divan off by
heart. “Smith has probably put together the greatest collection of literary facts and history concerning Hafiz.”
Daniel Ladinsky (Penguin Books author). Paul Smith is a poet, author and translator of over 160 books of
Sufi poets of the Persian, Arabic, Urdu, Turkish, Pashtu and other languages… including Hafiz, Sadi,
Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami, Khayyam,
Rudaki, Yunus Emre, Lalla Ded and many others, as well as poetry, fiction, plays, biographies, children’s
books and a dozen screenplays.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hawkins:

The book Rabi'a Basri: Selected Poems gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book Rabi'a Basri: Selected
Poems for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Rabi'a Basri: Selected Poems. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Carolyn Foley:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated
this for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Rabi'a Basri:
Selected Poems book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Brian Rankins:

This Rabi'a Basri: Selected Poems is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Rabi'a Basri: Selected
Poems in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Danica Johnson:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top listing in
your reading list is usually Rabi'a Basri: Selected Poems. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you
can get many advantages.
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