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Aliens live among us. Thousands of species of nonnative flora and fauna have taken up residence within U.S.
borders. Our lawns sprout African grasses, our roadsides flower with European weeds, and our homes harbor
Asian, European, and African pests. Misguided enthusiasts deliberately introduced carp, kudzu, and
starlings. And the American cowboy spread such alien life forms as cows, horses, tumbleweed, and anthrax,
supplanting and supplementing the often unexpected ways "Native" Americans influenced the environment.
Aliens in the Backyard recounts the origins and impacts of these and other nonindigenous species on our
environment and pays overdue tribute to the resolve of nature to survive in the face of challenge and change.

In considering the new home that imported species have made for themselves on the continent, John Leland
departs from those environmentalists who universally decry the invasion of outsiders. Instead Leland finds
that uncovering stories of alien arrivals and assimilation is a more intriguing—and ultimately more
beneficial—endeavor. Mixing natural history with engaging anecdotes, Leland cuts through problematic
myths coloring our grasp of the natural world and suggests that how these alien species have reshaped our
landscape is now as much a part of our shared heritage as tales of our presidents and politics. Simultaneously
he poses questions about which of our accepted icons are truly American (not apple pie or Kentucky
bluegrass; not Idaho potatoes or Boston ivy). Leland's ode to survival reveals how plant and animal
immigrants have made the country as much an environmental melting pot as its famed melding of human
cultures, and he invites us to reconsider what it means to be American.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Burks:

This Aliens in the Backyard: Plant and Animal Imports Into America book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this e-
book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That Aliens in the Backyard: Plant and Animal Imports Into America without we comprehend teach the
one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Aliens in the
Backyard: Plant and Animal Imports Into America can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Aliens
in the Backyard: Plant and Animal Imports Into America having great arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Virginia McNally:

The actual book Aliens in the Backyard: Plant and Animal Imports Into America will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Aliens in the Backyard: Plant and Animal
Imports Into America is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Theodore Parish:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Aliens in the Backyard: Plant and
Animal Imports Into America, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Stephen Redmond:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Aliens in the Backyard: Plant
and Animal Imports Into America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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