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Since America's founding, the U.S. Supreme Court had issued a vast number of decisions on a staggeringly
wide variety of subjects. And hundreds of judges have occupied the bench. Yet as Cass R. Sunstein, the
eminent legal scholar and bestselling co-author of Nudge, points out, almost every one of the Justices fits
into a very small number of types regardless of ideology: the hero, the soldier, the minimalist, and the mute.

Heroes are willing to invoke the Constitution to invalidate state laws, federal legislation, and prior Court
decisions. They loudly embrace first principles and are prone to flair, employing dramatic language to
fundamentally reshape the law. Soldiers, on the other hand, are skeptical of judicial power, and typically
defer to decisions made by the political branches. Minimalists favor small steps and only incremental
change. They worry that bold reversals of long-established traditions may be counterproductive, producing a
backlash that only leads to another reversal. Mutes would rather say nothing at all about the big
constitutional issues, and instead tend to decide cases on narrow grounds or keep controversial cases out of
the Court altogether by denying standing.

As Sunstein shows, many of the most important constitutional debates are in fact contests between the four
Personae. Whether the issue involves slavery, gender equality, same-sex marriage, executive power,
surveillance, or freedom of speech, debates have turned on choices made among the four Personae--choices
that derive as much from psychology as constitutional theory. Sunstein himself defends a form of
minimalism, arguing that it is the best approach in a self-governing society of free people. More broadly, he
casts a genuinely novel light on longstanding disputes over the proper way to interpret the constitution,
demonstrating that behind virtually every decision and beneath all of the abstract theory lurk the four
Personae. By emphasizing the centrality of character types, Sunstein forces us to rethink everything we know
about how the Supreme Court works.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Rodiguez:

The book Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights) can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights)? A few of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists,
and Mutes (Inalienable Rights) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joe North:

Typically the book Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights)
has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Beverly Bell:

Beside this particular Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers,
Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
at times have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Kenneth Armstrong:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book Constitutional Personae: Heroes, Soldiers, Minimalists, and Mutes (Inalienable Rights). You
can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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