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Boldly challenging traditional understandings of Heian literature, Tomiko Yoda reveals the connections
between gender, nationalism, and cultural representation evident in prevailing interpretations of classic
Heian texts. Renowned for the wealth and sophistication of women’s writing, the literature of the Heian
period (794–1192) has long been considered central to the Japanese literary canon and Japanese national
identity. Yoda historicizes claims about the inherent femininity of this literature by revisiting key moments
in the history of Japanese literary scholarship from the eighteenth century to the present. She argues that by
foregrounding women’s voices in Heian literature, the discipline has repeatedly enacted the problematic
modernizing gesture in which the “feminine” is recognized, canceled, and then contained within a national
framework articulated in masculine terms.

Moving back and forth between a critique of modern discourses on Heian literature and close analyses of the
Heian texts themselves, Yoda sheds light on some of the most persistent interpretive models underwriting
Japanese literary studies, particularly the modern paradigm of a masculine national subject. She proposes
new directions for disciplinary critique and suggests that historicized understandings of premodern texts
offer significant insights into contemporary feminist theories of subjectivity and agency.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

The book Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the best thing like a book Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the
Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the
Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Nelson:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Gender and National Literature:
Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) book
as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ella Straw:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Gender and National Literature:
Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) e-book
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the
Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) as good book but not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Lola Kelly:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to



be learn. Gender and National Literature: Heian Texts in the Constructions of Japanese Modernity (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short
spare time problems.
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