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Some things are funny -- jokes, puns, sitcoms, Charlie Chaplin, The Far Side, Malvolio with his yellow
garters crossed -- but why? Why does humor exist in the first place? Why do we spend so much of our time
passing on amusing anecdotes, making wisecracks, watching The Simpsons? In Inside Jokes, Matthew
Hurley, Daniel Dennett, and Reginald Adams offer an evolutionary and cognitive perspective. Humor, they
propose, evolved out of a computational problem that arose when our long-ago ancestors were furnished
with open-ended thinking. Mother Nature -- aka natural selection -- cannot just order the brain to find and fix
all our time-pressured misleaps and near-misses. She has to bribe the brain with pleasure. So we find them
funny. This wired-in source of pleasure has been tickled relentlessly by humorists over the centuries, and we
have become addicted to the endogenous mind candy that is humor.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Goddard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one along
with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Inside Jokes: Using Humor to Reverse-
Engineer the Mind (MIT Press) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Ariane Swanson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Inside Jokes: Using Humor to Reverse-Engineer the Mind (MIT Press), you could tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

Jack Nguyen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Inside Jokes: Using Humor to Reverse-
Engineer the Mind (MIT Press) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Inside Jokes: Using Humor
to Reverse-Engineer the Mind (MIT Press) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content.
This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Ethel Springer:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Inside Jokes: Using Humor to
Reverse-Engineer the Mind (MIT Press) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?
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