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What role did crystal meth and other previously underreported factors play in the brutal murder of gay
college student Matthew Shepard? The Book of Matt is a page-turning cautionary tale that humanizes and de-
mythologizes Matthew while following the evidence where it leads, without regard to the politics that have
long attended this American tragedy.

Late on the night of October 6, 1998, twenty-one-year-old Matthew Shepard left a bar in Laramie, Wyoming
with two alleged “strangers,” Aaron McKinney and Russell Henderson. Eighteen hours later, Matthew was
found tied to a log fence on the outskirts of town, unconscious and barely alive. He had been pistol-whipped
so severely that the mountain biker who discovered his battered frame mistook him for a Halloween
scarecrow. Overnight, a politically expedient myth took the place of important facts. By the time Matthew
died a few days later, his name was synonymous with anti-gay hate.

Stephen Jimenez went to Laramie to research the story of Matthew Shepard’s murder in 2000, after the two
men convicted of killing him had gone to prison, and after the national media had moved on. His aim was to
write a screenplay on what he, and the rest of the nation, believed to be an open-and-shut case of bigoted
violence. As a gay man, he felt an added moral imperative to tell Matthew’s story. But what Jimenez
eventually found in Wyoming was a tangled web of secrets. His exhaustive investigation also plunged him
deep into the deadly underworld of drug trafficking. Over the course of a thirteen-year investigation, Jimenez
traveled to twenty states and Washington DC, and interviewed more than a hundred named sources.

The Book of Matt is sure to stir passions and inspire dialogue as it re-frames this misconstrued crime and its
cast of characters, proving irrefutably that Matthew Shepard was not killed for being gay but for reasons far
more complicated — and daunting.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer connected with The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard content
conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking The Book of Matt: Hidden
Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Phyllis Callahan:

This The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard are usually reliable for you
who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Book of Matt: Hidden
Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard can be one of many great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About
the Murder of Matthew Shepard giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Staci Eager:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard will give you a new
experience in examining a book.

Paula Daniels:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book?



Or just in search of the The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About the Murder of Matthew Shepard when you
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