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Jim Furnish joined the U.S. Forest Service in 1965, enthusiastic and naive, proud to be part of such a storied
and accomplished agency. Nothing could have prepared him for the crisis that would soon rock the agency to
its foundation, as a burgeoning environmental movement challenged the Forest Service’s legacy and
legitimacy.

The Forest Service stumbled in responding to a wave of lawsuits from environmental groups in the late 20th
Century—a phenomenon best symbolized by the spotted owl controversy that shut down logging on public
forests in the Pacific Northwest in the 1990s. The agency was brought to its knees, pitted between a powerful
timber industry that had been having its way with the national forests for decades, and organized
environmentalists who believed public lands had been abused and deserved better stewardship.

Toward a Natural Forest offers an insider’s view of this tumultuous time in the history of the Forest Service,
presenting twin tales of transformation, both within the agency and within the author’s evolving
environmental consciousness. While stewarding our national forests with the best of intentions, had the
Forest Service diminished their natural essence and ecological values? How could one man confront the
crisis while remaining loyal to his employer?

In this revealing memoir, Furnish addresses the fundamental human drive to gain sustenance from and
protect the Earth, believing that we need not destroy it in the process. Drawing on the author’s personal
experience and his broad professional knowledge, Toward a Natural Forest illuminates the potential of the
Forest Service to provide strong leadership in global conservation efforts. Those interested in our public
lands—environmentalists, natural resource professionals, academics, and historians—will find Jim Furnish’s
story deeply informed, thought-provoking, and ultimately inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Thomas:

The book Toward a Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Toward a
Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir)? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try
to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book Toward a Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir)
has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cleta Blackwell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a book.
The book Toward a Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir) it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Steve Pinson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Toward a Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A
Memoir) this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book
suitable all of you.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With
the book Toward a Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir) we can take more



advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Toward a
Natural Forest: The Forest Service in Transition (A Memoir). You can more attractive than now.
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