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In A New Type of Womanhood, Natasha Kirsten Kraus retells the history of the 1850s woman’s rights
movement. She traces how the movement changed society’s very conception of “womanhood” in its
successful bid for economic rights and rights of contract for married women. Kraus demonstrates that this
discursive change was a necessary condition of possibility for U.S. women to be popularly conceived as civil
subjects within a Western democracy, and she shows that many rights, including suffrage, followed from the
basic right to form legal contracts. She analyzes this new conception of women as legitimate economic actors
in relation to antebellum economic and demographic changes as well as changes in the legal structure and
social meanings of contract.

Enabling Kraus’s retelling of the 1850s woman’s rights movement is her theory of “structural aporias,”
which takes the institutional structures of any particular society as fully imbricated with the force of
language. Kraus reads the antebellum relations of womanhood, contract, property, the economy, and the
nation as a fruitful site for analysis of the interconnected power of language, culture, and the law. She
combines poststructural theory, particularly deconstructive approaches to discourse analysis; the political
economic history of the antebellum era; and the interpretation of archival documents, including woman’s
rights speeches, petitions, pamphlets, and convention proceedings, as well as state legislative debates,
reports, and constitutional convention proceedings. Arguing that her method provides critical insight not only
into social movements and cultural changes of the past but also of the present and future, Kraus concludes A
New Type of Womanhood by considering the implications of her theory for contemporary feminist and queer
politics.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this A New Type of
Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.

Myra Lopez:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list is A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social
Change in Antebellum America. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Ramona Wegener:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims A New
Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America.

Refugio Kennedy:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive
Politics and Social Change in Antebellum America to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open a book and read it. Beside that the book A New Type of Womanhood: Discursive Politics and
Social Change in Antebellum America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and



confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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