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"My goal isto show the reader that the Soviet political and economic system was unstable by its very nature.
It was just a question of when and how it would collapse...." —From the Introduction to Collapse of an
Empire The Soviet Union was an empire in many senses of the word—a vast mix of far-flung regions and
accidental citizens by way of conquest or annexation. Typical of such empires, it was built on shaky
foundations. That instability made its demise inevitable, asserts Y egor Gaidar, former prime minister of
Russia and architect of the "shock therapy" economic reforms of the 1990s. Y et a growing desire to return to
the glory days of empireis pushing today's Russia backward into many of the same traps that made the
Soviet Union untenable. In thisimportant new book, Gaidar clearly illustrates why Russian nostalgiafor
empire is dangerous and ill-fated: "Dreams of returning to another eraare illusory. Attempts to do so will
lead to defeat." Gaidar uses world history, the Soviet experience, and economic analysis to demonstrate why
swimming against thistide of history would be a huge mistake. The USSR sowed the seeds of its own
economic destruction, and Gaidar worries that Russia is repeating some of those mistakes. Once again, for
example, the nation is putting too many eggs into one basket, leaving the nation vulnerable to fluctuationsin
the energy market. The Soviets had used revenues from energy sales to prop up struggling sectors such as
agriculture, which was so thoroughly ravaged by hyperindustrialization that the Soviet Union became a net
importer of food. When oil prices dropped in the 1980s, that revenue stream diminished, and dependent
sectors suffered heavily. Although strategies requiring austerity or sacrifice can be politically difficult,
Russia needs to prepare for such downturns and restrain spending during prosperous times. Collapse of an
Empire shows why it isimperative to fix the roof before it starts to rain, and why sometimes the past should
be left in the past.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Douglas:

The book Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia has alot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily
after reading this article book.

Eleanor Abney:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for
Modern Russia e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for
Modern Russia as good book not just by the cover but also by content. Thisis one e-book that can break
don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you haveto listening to a different sixth sense.

LisaMartin:

The book untitled Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia contain alot of information on the
item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Joseph Espar za:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Collapse of an Empire: Lessons for Modern Russia this book consist alot
of the information with the condition of thisworld now. That book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary stylesthat writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal al of you.
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