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Who steals? An extraordinary range of folk--from low-life hoods who sign on as Medicare or Medicaid
providers equipped with nothing more than beepers and mailboxes, to drug trafficking organizations,
organized crime syndicates, and even major hospital chains. In License to Steal, Malcolm K. Sparrow shows
how the industry's defenses, which focus mostly on finding and correcting billing errors, are no match for
such well orchestrated attacks. The maxim for thieves simply becomes "bill your lies correctly." Provided
they do that, fraud perpetrators with any degree of sophistication can steal millions of dollars with impunity,
testing payment systems carefully, and then spreading fraudulent billings widely enough across patient and
provider accounts to escape detection. The kinds of highly automated, quality controlled claims processing
systems that pervade the industry present fraud perpetrators with their favorite kind of target: rich, fast
paying, transparent, utterly predictable check printing systems, with little threat of human intervention, and
with the U.S. Treasury on the end of the electronic line. Sparrow picks apart the industry's response to the
government's efforts to control this problem. The provider associations (well heeled and politically
influential) have vociferously opposed almost every recent enforcement initiative, creating the unfortunate
public impression that the entire health care industry is against effective fraud control. A significant segment
of the industry, it seems, regards fraud and abuse not as a problem, but as a lucrative enterprise worth
defending. Meanwhile, it remains a perfectly commonplace experience for patients or their relatives to
examine a medical bill and discover that half of it never happened, or that; likewise, if patients then
complain, they discover that no one seems to care, or that no one has the resources to do anything about
it.Sparrow's research suggests that the growth of capitated managed care systems does not solve the problem,
as many in the industry had assumed, but merely changes its form. The managed care environment produces
scams involving underutilization, and the withholding of medical care schemes that are harder to uncover
and investigate, and much more dangerous to human health. Having worked extensively with federal and
state officials since the appearance of his first book on this subject, Sparrow is in a unique position to
evaluate recent law enforcement initiatives. He admits the "war on fraud" is at least now engaged, but it is far
from won.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

Here thing why this License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health Care System are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health
Care System giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no guide that similar with License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health Care System. It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form
of License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health Care System in e-book can be your option.

Susan Ross:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds
America's Health Care System book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in
this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Marilyn Chambers:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health
Care System why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Charles Brewster:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds
America's Health Care System to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the reserve License To Steal: How Fraud bleeds America's Health Care System can to be
your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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