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Born Françoise d'Aubigné, a criminal's daughter reduced to street begging as a child, Madame de Maintenon
(1653-1719) made an improbable rise from impoverished beginnings to the summit of power as the second,
secret wife of Louis XIV. An educational reformer, Maintenon founded and directed the celebrated academy
for aristocratic women at Saint-Cyr. This volume presents the dialogues and addresses in which Maintenon
explains her controversial philosophy of education for women.

Denounced by her contemporaries as a political schemer and religious fanatic, Maintenon has long been
criticized as an opponent of gender equality. The writings in this volume faithfully reflect Maintenon's
respect for social hierarchy and her stoic call for women to accept the duties of their state in life. But the
writings also echo Maintenon's more feminist concerns: the need to redefine the virtues in the light of
women's experience, the importance of naming the constraints on women's freedom, and the urgent need to
remedy the scandalous neglect of the education of women.

In her writings as well as in her own model school at Saint-Cyr, Maintenon embodies the demand for
educational reform as the key to the empowerment of women at the dawn of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Dialogues and Addresses (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) can
be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Marian Sheffield:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Dialogues and Addresses (The Other
Voice in Early Modern Europe) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Debra Sudduth:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Dialogues and Addresses (The
Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jim Loop:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Dialogues and Addresses (The Other Voice in Early
Modern Europe). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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