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In this lively ethnography Ian Condry interprets Japan’s vibrant hip-hop scene, explaining how a music and
culture that originated halfway around the world is appropriated and remade in Tokyo clubs and recording
studios. Illuminating different aspects of Japanese hip-hop, Condry chronicles how self-described “yellow B-
Boys” express their devotion to “black culture,” how they combine the figure of the samurai with American
rapping techniques and gangsta imagery, and how underground artists compete with pop icons to define
“real” Japanese hip-hop. He discusses how rappers manipulate the Japanese language to achieve rhyme and
rhythmic flow and how Japan’s female rappers struggle to find a place in a male-dominated genre. Condry
pays particular attention to the messages of emcees, considering how their raps take on subjects including
Japan’s education system, its sex industry, teenage bullying victims turned schoolyard murderers, and even
America’s handling of the war on terror.

Condry attended more than 120 hip-hop performances in clubs in and around Tokyo, sat in on dozens of
studio recording sessions, and interviewed rappers, music company executives, music store owners, and
journalists. Situating the voices of Japanese artists in the specific nightclubs where hip-hop is
performed—what musicians and fans call the genba (actual site) of the scene—he draws attention to the
collaborative, improvisatory character of cultural globalization. He contends that it was the pull of grassroots
connections and individual performers rather than the push of big media corporations that initially energized
and popularized hip-hop in Japan. Zeebra, DJ Krush, Crazy-A, Rhymester, and a host of other artists created
Japanese rap, one performance at a time.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for us. The book Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization
was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The e-book Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the
Paths of Cultural Globalization. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Mark McKinney:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural
Globalization as your daily resource information.

Larry Turner:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural
Globalization can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications
have than the others?

Mary Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Hip-Hop
Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization.
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