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The Polish writer Stanis?aw Lem is best known to English-speaking readers as the author of the 1961 science
fiction novel Solaris, adapted into a meditative film by Andrei Tarkovsky in 1972 and remade in 2002 by
Steven Soderbergh. Throughout his writings, comprising dozens of science fiction novels and short stories,
Lem offered deeply philosophical and bitingly satirical reflections on the limitations of both science and
humanity.

In Summa Technologiae—his major work of nonfiction, first published in 1964 and now available in English
for the first time—Lem produced an engaging and caustically logical philosophical treatise about human and
nonhuman life in its past, present, and future forms. After five decades Summa Technologiae has lost none of
its intellectual or critical significance. Indeed, many of Lem’s conjectures about future technologies have
now come true: from artificial intelligence, bionics, and nanotechnology to the dangers of information
overload, the concept underlying Internet search engines, and the idea of virtual reality. More important for
its continued relevance, however, is Lem’s rigorous investigation into the parallel development of biological
and technical evolution and his conclusion that technology will outlive humanity.

Preceding Richard Dawkins’s understanding of evolution as a blind watchmaker by more than two decades,
Lem posits evolution as opportunistic, shortsighted, extravagant, and illogical. Strikingly original and still
timely, Summa Technologiae resonates with a wide range of contemporary debates about information and
new media, the life sciences, and the emerging relationship between technology and humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Lewis:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Summa
Technologiae (Electronic Mediations) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lily Tarver:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Summa Technologiae (Electronic Mediations) can be very
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Robert Price:

Why? Because this Summa Technologiae (Electronic Mediations) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Donald Vermillion:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Summa Technologiae
(Electronic Mediations) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Summa Technologiae (Electronic Mediations) become
your own personal starter.
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