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In the late fifteenth century, clocks acquired minute hands. A century later, second hands appeared. But it
wasn't until the 1850s that instruments could recognize atenth of a second, and, once they did, the impact on
modern science and society was profound. Revealing the history behind this infinitesimal interval, A Tenth of
a Second sheds new light on modernity and illuminates the work of important thinkers of the last two
centuries.

Tracing debates about the nature of time, causality, and free will, aswell as the introduction of modern
technol ogies—tel egraphy, photography, cinematography—Jimena Canales |ocates the reverberations of this
“perceptual moment” throughout culture. Once scientists associated the tenth of a second with the speed of
thought, they developed reaction time experiments with lasting implications for experimental psychology,
physiology, and optics. Astronomers and physicists struggled to control the profound consequences of results
that were atenth of a second off. And references to the interval were part of ageneral inquiry into time,
consciousness, and sensory experience that involved rethinking the contributions of Descartes and Kant.

Considering its impact on much longer time periods and featuring appearances by Henri Bergson, Walter

Benjamin, and Albert Einstein, among others, A Tenth of a Second is ultimately an important contribution to
history and a novel perspective on modernity.
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From reader reviews:
Debra Yarbrough:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy

particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should
answer that question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this
specific A Tenth of a Second: A History to read.

James Peters:

This book untitled A Tenth of a Second: A History to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onit. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sellsthe
e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So thereis
No reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Diane Gonzales:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this A Tenth of a
Second: A History, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Y our knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Tyron Lenahan:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is named
of book A Tenth of a Second: A History. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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