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The history of American dance reflects the nation’s tangled culture. Dancers from wildly different
backgrounds learned, imitated, and stole from one another.  Audiences everywhere embraced the result as
deeply American.
 
Using the stories of tapper Bill "Bojangles" Robinson, Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire, ballet and Broadway
choreographer Agnes de Mille, choreographer Paul Taylor, and Michael Jackson, Megan Pugh shows how
freedom—that nebulous, contested American ideal—emerges as a genre-defining aesthetic. In Pugh’s
account, ballerinas mingle with slumming thrill-seekers, and hoedowns show up on elite opera house stages.
Steps invented by slaves on antebellum plantations captivate the British royalty and the Parisian avant-garde.
Dances were better boundary crossers than their dancers, however, and the issues of race and class that haunt
everyday life shadow American dance as well. Deftly narrated, America Dancing demonstrates the centrality
of dance in American art, life, and identity, taking us to watershed moments when the nation worked out a
sense of itself through public movement.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the
book that recommended for you is America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk this book consist
a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Yvonne Speight:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk
was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book America Dancing: From
the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading that.

Frank Tye:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of sorts of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra America Dancing: From the
Cakewalk to the Moonwalk.

Betsy Haley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find the
America Dancing: From the Cakewalk to the Moonwalk when you necessary it?
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