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Of all the issues presented by China’s ongoing economic and sociopolitical transformation, none may
ultimately prove as consequential as the development of the Chinese legal system. Even as public demand
for the rule of law grows, the Chinese Communist Party still interferes in legal affairs and continues in its
harsh treatment of human rights lawyers and activists. Both the frequent occurrences of social unrest in
recent years and the growing tension between China’s various interest groups underline the urgency of
developing a sound and sustainable legal system. As one of China’s most influential law professors, He
Weifang has been at the forefront of the country’s treacherous path toward justice and judicial independence
for over a decade. Among his many remarkable endeavors was a successful petition in 2003 that abolished
China’s controversial regulations permitting the internment and deportation of urban “vagrants,” bringing to
an end two decades of legal discrimination against migrant workers. His bold remarks at the famous New
Western Hills Symposium in 2006, including his assertion that “China’s party-state structure violates the
PRC Constitution,” are considered a watershed moment in the century-long movement for a constitutional
China. With In the Name of Justice, He presents his critical assessment of the state of Chinese legal reform.
In addition to a selection of his academic writings, this unique book also includes many of He Weifang’s
public speeches, media interviews, and open letters, providing additional insight into his dual roles as thinker
and practitioner in the Chinese legal world. Among the topics covered are judicial independence, judicial
review, legal education, capital punishment, and the legal protection of free speech and human rights. The
volume also offers a historical review of the evolution of Chinese traditional legal thought, enhanced by
cross-country comparisons. A proponent of reform rather than revolution, He believes only true
constitutionalism can guarantee social justice and enduring stability for China. "He Weifang has argued for
two decades that rule of law, however inconvenient at times to some of those who govern, must be embraced
because it is ultimately the most reliable protector of the interests of the country, of the average citizen, and,
in fact, even of those who govern."—from the Foreword by John L. Thornton, chairman, Brookings
Institution Board of Trustees and Professor and Director of Global Leadership at Tsinghua University "What
struck me—and shocked me as a foreign visitor—was not only that the entire discussion was explicitly
critical of the Chinese Communist Party for its resistance to any meaningful judicial reform, but also that the
atmosphere was calm, reasonable, and marked by a sense of humor and sophistication in the expression of
ideas."—from the Introduction by Cheng Li, director of research and senior fellow at the John L. Thornton
China Center at Brookings
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From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

The book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of Law in China (The Thornton Center Chinese
Thinkers Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of
Law in China (The Thornton Center Chinese Thinkers Series)? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of Law in China (The
Thornton Center Chinese Thinkers Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Johnson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a new book, we give you that In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of Law
in China (The Thornton Center Chinese Thinkers Series) book as beginning and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Bradley Bishop:

The book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of Law in China (The Thornton Center Chinese
Thinkers Series) has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book.
This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Louise Perez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the
Rule of Law in China (The Thornton Center Chinese Thinkers Series) was colourful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book In the Name of Justice: Striving for the Rule of Law in China
(The Thornton Center Chinese Thinkers Series) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teenagers. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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