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Today, a billion-dollar-a-year polling industry floods the media with information. Pollsters tell us not only
which political candidates will win, but how we are practicing our faith. How many Americans went to
church last week? Have they been born again? Is Jesus as popular as Harry Potter? Polls tell us that 40
percent of Americans attend religious services each week. They show that African Americans are no more
religious than white Americans, and that Jews are abandoning their religion in record numbers. According to
leading sociologist Robert Wuthnow, none of that is correct. Pollsters say that attendance at religious
services has been constant for decades. But during that time response rates in polls have plummeted, robotic
"push poll" calls have proliferated, and sampling has become more difficult. The accuracy of political polling
can be known because elections actually happen. But there are no election results to show if the proportion of
people who say they pray every day or attend services every week is correct. A large majority of the public
doubts that polls can be trusted, and yet night after night on TV, polls experts sum up the nation's habits to an
eager audience of millions.

Inventing American Religion offers a provocative new argument about the influence of polls in contemporary
American society. Wuthnow contends that polls and surveys have shaped-and distorted-how religion is
understood and portrayed in the media and also by religious leaders, practitioners, and scholars. He calls for
a robust public discussion about American religion that extends well beyond the information provided by
polls and surveys, and suggests practical steps to facilitate such a discussion, including changes in how the
results of polls and surveys are presented.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

The particular book Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith
will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Inventing
American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith is much recommended to you
to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Ellen Weiss:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But
also they write about the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their
book. One of them is this Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's
Faith.

William Martin:

The book untitled Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible
to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Bryan Perry:

Beside this specific Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous Quest for a Nation's Faith
in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Inventing American Religion: Polls, Surveys, and the Tenuous
Quest for a Nation's Faith because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often
have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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