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Marital status was a fundamental legal and cultural feature of women's identity in the eighteenth century.
Free women who were not married could own property and make wills, contracts, and court appearances,
rights that the law of coverture prevented their married sisters from enjoying. Karin Wulf explores the
significance of marital status in this account of unmarried women in Philadelphia, the largest city in the
British colonies.

In a major act of historical reconstruction, Wulf draws upon sources ranging from tax lists, censuses, poor
relief records, and wills, to almanacs, newspapers, correspondence, and poetry to recreate the daily
experiences of women who were never-married, widowed, divorced, or separated. With its substantial
population of unmarried women, eighteenth-century Philadelphia was much like other early modern cities,
but it became a distinctive proving ground for cultural debate and social experimentation involving those
women. Arguing that unmarried women shaped the city as much as it shaped them, Wulf examines popular
literary representations of marriage, the economic hardships faced by women, and the decisive impact of a
newly masculine public culture in the late colonial period.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Johnson:

This Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia without we understand teach
the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Not All Wives:
Women of Colonial Philadelphia can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Not All Wives: Women of
Colonial Philadelphia having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Kevin Hardy:

Exactly why? Because this Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Deborah Walker:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia was filled about science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Thomas Morgan:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia
or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
Not All Wives: Women of Colonial Philadelphia to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
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