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In the popular imagination, the business media, and the schools of business and management that train new
generations of entrepreneurs and executives, achieving extraordinary success in business is attributed to far-
sighted individuals who have taken bold risks, provided innovative leadership, and introduced new products,
services, or ideas superior to those of the competition. Amid the growing skepticism about the means by
which vast amounts of wealth are accumulated and its consequences, however, this belief is long overdue for
reevaluation.

In From Predators to Icons, Michel Villette, a sociologist, and Catherine Vuillermot, a business historian,
examine the careers of thirty-two of today's wealthiest global executives?including Warren Buffett, Ingvar
Kamprad, Bernard Arnault, Jim Clark, and Richard Branson?in order to challenge the conventional
explanations for their extreme success and come to a better understanding of modern business practices.

In contrast to the familiar image of the entrepreneur as a visionary with a plan, Villette and Vuillermot
instead discover a far less dramatic process of improvised adaptations gradually assembled into a coherent
course of conduct. And rather than being risk-takers, those who are most successful in business are risk-
minimizers. Huge gains, these case studies reveal, are most reliably obtained in circumstances where the
entrepreneur has established careful provisions for risk reduction. As for the view that innovation makes
success possible, the authors find that because innovation is an expensive process that takes a long time to
produce profits, innovators first of all require capital; success makes innovation possible. The necessary
resources, they show, are most often derived from what they provocatively term "predation": ruthlessly
taking advantage of imperfections, weaknesses, and vulnerabilities within the market or among competitors.
Finally, From Predator to Icon considers the "practical ethics" implemented during the phase in which
capital is most rapidly accumulated, as well as the social consequences of these activities.

Drawing on interviews with some of their subjects and, crucially, close readings of the authorized
biographies and other hagiographic accounts of these figures, which eliminates the bias of malicious
interpretations, Villette and Vuillermot provide revelatory insights about the creation and maintenance of
business wealth that will be profitably read by both the captains and the critics of contemporary capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled From Predators to Icons: Exposing the Myth of the Business Hero your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The From Predators to Icons: Exposing the Myth of the
Business Hero giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Daniel Campbell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is From Predators to Icons: Exposing the Myth of the Business Hero this e-book consist
a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Lawrence Caulfield:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like From Predators to Icons: Exposing
the Myth of the Business Hero which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Eric Saunders:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book From Predators to Icons: Exposing the
Myth of the Business Hero to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and study
it. Beside that the publication From Predators to Icons: Exposing the Myth of the Business Hero can to be
your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their time.
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