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Armed with only early boyhood memories, Lawrence P. Jackson begins his quest by setting out from his
home in Baltimore for Pittsylvania County, Virginia, to try to find his late grandfather’s old home by the
railroad tracks in Blairs. My Father’s Name tells the tale of the ensuing journey, at once a detective story and
a moving historical memoir, uncovering the mixture of anguish and fulfillment that accompanies a venture
into the ancestral past, specifically one tied to the history of slavery.

After asking around in Pittsylvania County and carefully putting the pieces together, Jackson finds himself in
the house of distant relations. In the pages that follow, he becomes increasingly absorbed by the search for
his ancestors and increasingly aware of how few generations an African American needs to map back in
order to arrive at slavery, “a door of no return.” Ultimately, Jackson’s dogged research in libraries, census
records, and courthouse registries enables him to trace his family to his grandfather’s grandfather, a man who
was born or sold into slavery but who, when Federal troops abandoned the South in 1877, was able to buy
forty acres of land. In this intimate study of a black Virginia family and neighborhood, Jackson vividly
reconstructs moments in the lives of his father’s grandfather, Edward Jackson, and great-grandfather,
Granville Hundley, and gives life to revealing narratives of Pittsylvania County, recalling both the horror of
slavery and the later struggles of postbellum freedom.

My Father’s Name is a family story full of twists and turns—and one of haunting familiarity to many
Americans, who may question whether the promises of emancipation have ever truly been fulfilled. It is also
a resolute look at the duties that come with reclaiming and honoring Americans who survived slavery and a
thoughtful meditation on its painful and enduring history.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual My Father's Name: A Black Virginia
Family after the Civil War is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Pamela Guarino:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take My Father's Name: A Black Virginia Family after the
Civil War as your daily resource information.

Christine Wormley:

The book untitled My Father's Name: A Black Virginia Family after the Civil War contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
and order it. Have a nice study.

Danny Jarosz:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very best
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book My
Father's Name: A Black Virginia Family after the Civil War. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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