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"An important and timely message about the biological roots of human kindness."
—Desmond Morris, author of The Naked Ape

Are we our brothers' keepers? Do we have an instinct for compassion? Or are we, asis often assumed, only
on earth to serve our own survival and interests? In this thought-provoking book, the acclaimed author of
Our Inner Ape examines how empathy comes naturally to agreat variety of animals, including humans.

By studying socia behaviorsin animals, such as bonding, the herd instinct, the forming of trusting alliances,
expressions of consolation, and conflict resolution, Frans de Waal demonstrates that animals-and
humans-are "preprogrammed to reach out." He has found that chimpanzees care for mates that are wounded
by leopards, elephants offer "reassuring rumbles’ to youngsters in distress, and dolphins support sick
companions near the water's surface to prevent them from drowning. From day one humans have innate
sensitivities to faces, bodies, and voices; we've been designed to feel for one another.

De Waal's theory runs counter to the assumption that humans are inherently selfish, which can be seen in the
fields of politics, law, and finance, and whichseems to be evidenced by the current greed-driven stock market
collapse. But he cites the public's outrage at the U.S. government's lack of empathy in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina as a significant shift in perspective—one that helped Barack Obama become elected and ushered in
what may well become an Age of Empathy. Through a better understanding of empathy's survival value in
evolution, de Waal suggests, we can work together toward a more just society based on a more generous and
accurate view of human nature.

Written in layman's prose with awealth of anecdotes, wry humor, and incisive intelligence, The Age of
Empathy is essential reading for our embattled times.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Ellen Wirth:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
abook? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society.

L awrence Caulfield:

This The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society book is not ordinary book, you have it then
the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. This
The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society without we know teach the one who looking at
it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry The Age of Empathy: Nature's
Lessons for a Kinder Society can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely |aptop even cellphone. This The Age of Empathy: Nature's
Lessons for aKinder Society having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Ricardo Donaldson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different in the form of it. So, do you still thinking The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder
Society is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Colleen Edwards:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to



improve their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them isthis The Age of Empathy: Nature's Lessons for a Kinder Society.
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