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An acclaimed saciologist illuminates the public life of an American city, offering amagjor reinterpretation of
theracial dynamicsin America.

Following his award-winning work on inner-city violence, Code of the Sreet, sociologist Elijah Anderson
introduces the concept of the “cosmopolitan canopy” —the urban island of civility that exists amidst the
ghettos, suburbs, and ethnic enclaves where segregation is the norm. Under the cosmopolitan canopy, diverse
peoples come together, and for the most part practice getting along. Anderson’s path-breaking study of this
setting provides a new understanding of the complexities of present-day race relations and reveals the unique
opportunities here for cross-cultural interaction.

Anderson walks us through Center City Philadelphia, revealing and illustrating through his ethnographic
fieldwork how city dwellers often interact acrossracial, ethnic, and socia borders. People engagein a
distinctive folk ethnography. Canopies operating in close proximity create a synergy that becomes a
cosmopolitan zone. In the vibrant atmosphere of these public spaces, civility is the order of the day.

However, incidents can arise that threaten and rend the canopy, including scenes of tension involving borders
of race, class, sexual preference, and gender. But when they do—assisted by gloss—the resilience of the
canopy most often prevails. In this space al kinds of city dwellers—from gentrifiers to the homeless,
cabdrivers to doormen—manage to co-exist in the urban environment, gaining local knowledge as they do,
which then helps reinforce and spread tolerance through contact and mutual understanding.

With compelling, meticulous descriptions of public spaces such as 30th Street Station, Reading Terminal
Market, and Rittenhouse Square, and quasi-public places like the modern-day workplace, Anderson provides
arich narrative account of how blacks and whites relate and redefine the color line in everyday public life.
He reveals how eating, shopping, and people-watching under the canopy can ease racial tensions, but also
how the spaces in and between canopies can reinforce boundaries. Weaving colorful observations with keen
social insight, Anderson shows how the canopy—and its lessons—contributes to the civility of our
increasingly diverse cities.
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From reader reviews:
Steven Bourg:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person
who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in
Everyday Life.

Neil Myers:

The ability that you get from The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life isamore deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Cosmopolitan Canopy:
Race and Civility in Everyday Lifeinstantly.

Teresa Brown:

The Cosmopoalitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the
information. The author giving his’her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
The Cosmopoalitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life although doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Ella Norman:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in
Everyday Life or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Cosmopolitan Canopy: Race and Civility in Everyday Life to make



your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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