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Rabert Allen's compelling book examines burlesque not only as popular entertainment but also as a complex
and transforming cultural phenomenon. When Lydia Thompson and her controversial female troupe of
"British Blondes" brought modern burlesque to the United States in 1868, the result was electric. Their
impertinent humor, streetwise manner, and provocative parodies of masculinity brought them enormous
popular success--and the condemnation of critics, cultural commentators, and even women's rights
campaigners.

Burlesque was a cultural threat, Allen argues, because it inverted the "normal" world of middle-class social
relations and transgressed norms of "proper" feminine behavior and appearance. Initialy playing to
respectable middle-class audiences, burlesque was quickly relegated to the shadow-world of working-class
male leisure. In this process the burlesque performer "lost" her voice, as burlesgue increasingly revolved
around the display of her body.

L ocating burlesgue within the context of both the social transformation of American theater and its patterns
of gender representation, Allen concludes that burlesque represents a fascinating example of the potential
transgressiveness of popular entertainment forms, as well as the strategies by which they have been
contained and their threats defused.
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From reader reviews:
Terri Hatfield:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of
the United States). Try to the actual book Horrible Prettiness: Burlesgue and American Culture (Cultural
Studies of the United States) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gregory Stclair:

Hey guys, do you wishesto finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Horrible Prettiness:
Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) suitable to you? The actual book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Horrible Prettiness. Burlesque and American
Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. That
book wasinspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people
can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Margaret Coleman:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, dueto
the fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
soon. The Horrible Prettiness: Burlesque and American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) will
give you a new experience in examining a book.

Marlene Tiggs.

Y ou can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Horrible Prettiness: Burlesgue and
American Culture (Cultural Studies of the United States) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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