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It can only be imagined that when the New Testament writers made their (albeit brief) comments on divorce
and remarriage that they assumed they would be understood. So what has gone wrong?

In the years after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 CE, when Graeco-Roman culture was at its height, the
Jewish perspective of marriage and divorce, and thus the context of those brief New Testament comments
was lost. The Christian church of that era was influenced by the neoplatonic ideas of the day, and an
idealised concept of marriage developed from on Adam and Eve’s marriage recorded in Genesis 2:23—it
was love at first sight, a marriage made in heaven. These concepts frame an understanding of marriage in
much of Western culture even today.

However, that was never the understanding of ancient Israel. Instead they looked to Genesis 2:24: ‘Therefore
a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh’—so a
naturally born man chooses a wife for himself, and their union was based on a ‘covenant’—in other words an
agreement. The Old Testament makes it clear what the basis of that agreement was. Furthermore, it is clear,
if that agreement was broken, there could be a divorce and a remarriage. All the Bible’s marital imagery
(where the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures imagine that God is married to his people) is based on that
understanding of human marriage.

But so strong is our concept of marriage, that when Genesis 2:24 is referred to in the New Testament, it is
thought that the reference is to Adam and Eve’s marriage. It is a paradigmatic marriage that for many
excludes (or greatly restricts) the possibility of divorce and remarriage.



This study looks to challenge that paradigm—and to suggest that the New Testament writers would not have
employed an imagery which had at its centre divorce and remarriage, only to deny the possibility of such in
their own human marriage teaching.

Colin Hamer's thesis represents the only recent work on metaphor theory in biblical scholarship.
It challenges centuries of academic scholarship and ecclesiastical assumptions about divorce. Hamer's
detailed and well researched analysis challenges the consensus view that the marriage of Adam and Eve in
Gen 2:24 represents an ontological unity, suggesting important implications for contemporary Christian
teaching on marriage and divorce.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Zapata:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Marital Imagery in
the Bible: An Exploration of Genesis 2: 24 and its Significance for the Understanding of New Testament
Divorce and Remarriage Teaching. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Carl Carrillo:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Marital Imagery in the Bible:
An Exploration of Genesis 2: 24 and its Significance for the Understanding of New Testament Divorce and
Remarriage Teaching is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Arthur Bailey:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book Marital Imagery in the Bible: An Exploration of
Genesis 2: 24 and its Significance for the Understanding of New Testament Divorce and Remarriage
Teaching it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular
e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Janice Evans:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to



spread out your book? Or just in search of the Marital Imagery in the Bible: An Exploration of Genesis 2: 24
and its Significance for the Understanding of New Testament Divorce and Remarriage Teaching when you
essential it?
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