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While scholars, media, and the public may be aware of a few extraordinary government raids on religious
communities, such as the U.S. federal raid on the Branch Davidians in 1993, very few people are aware of
the scope of these raids or the frequency with which they occur. Inspired by the Texas State raid on the
Fundamentalist Church of Latter-day Saints in 2008, authors Stuart A. Wright and Susan J. Palmer decided
to collect data on all the raids of this kind that have taken place in Western-style democracies over the last
six decades. They thus established the first archive of raided groups and then used it see if any patterns could
be identified. Their findings were shocking; there were far more raids than expected, and the vast majority of
them had occurred since 1990, reflecting a nearly exponential increase. What could account for this sudden
and dramatic increase in state control of minority religions?

In Storming Zion, Wright and Palmer argue that the increased use of these high-risk and extreme types of
enforcement corresponds to expanded organization and initiatives by opponents of unconventional religions.
Anti-cult organizations provide strategic "frames" that define potential conflicts or problems in a given
community as inherently dangerous, and construct narratives that draw on stereotypes of child and sexual
abuse, brainwashing, and even mass suicide. The targeted group is made to appear more dangerous than it is,
resulting in an overreaction by authorities. Wright and Palmer explore the implications of heightened state
repression and control of minority religions in an increasingly multicultural, globalized world. At a time of
rapidly shifting demographics within Western societies this book cautions against state control of
marginalized groups and offers insight into the reasons why the responses to these groups are often so
reactionary.
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From reader reviews:

Salina Juarez:

The book Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious Communities can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious Communities? Several of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious Communities
has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Marcy Madison:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious Communities provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Martha Robertson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Storming Zion: Government
Raids on Religious Communities which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
see.

Muriel Colvard:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just looking for the Storming Zion: Government Raids on Religious Communities when you desired it?
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