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In the tradition of Slaves in the Family, the provocative true account of the hanging of four black people by a
white lynch mob in 1912—written by the great-granddaughter of the sheriff charged with protecting them.

Harris County, Georgia, 1912. A white man, the beloved nephew of the county sheriff, is shot dead on the
porch of a black woman. Days later, the sheriff sanctions the lynching of a black woman and three black
men, all of them innocent. For Karen Branan, the great-granddaughter of that sheriff, this isn’t just history,
this is family history.

Branan spent nearly twenty years combing through diaries and letters, hunting for clues in libraries and
archives throughout the United States, and interviewing community elders to piece together the events and
motives that led a group of people to murder four of their fellow citizens in such a brutal public display. Her
research revealed surprising new insights into the day-to-day reality of race relations in the Jim Crow–era
South, but what she ultimately discovered was far more personal. As she dug into the past, Branan was
forced to confront her own deep-rooted beliefs surrounding race and family, a process that came to a head
when Branan learned a shocking truth: she is related not only to the sheriff, but also to one of the four who
were murdered. Both identities—perpetrator and victim—are her inheritance to bear.

A gripping story of privilege and power, anger, and atonement, The Family Tree transports readers to a small
Southern town steeped in racial tension and bound by powerful family ties. Branan takes us back in time to
the Civil War, demonstrating how plantation politics and the Lost Cause movement set the stage for the fiery
racial dynamics of the twentieth century, delving into the prevalence of mob rule, the rise of the Ku Klux
Klan and the role of miscegenation in an unceasing cycle of bigotry.

Through all of this, what emerges is a searing examination of the violence that occurred on that awful day in
1912—the echoes of which still resound today—and the knowledge that it is only through facing our ugliest
truths that we can move forward to a place of understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Joy:

This The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this
book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a
Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth without we know teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy
of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Family
Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth having very good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Percy Brown:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Family
Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth suitable to you? The
particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Family Tree: A
Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truthis the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Larry Boggs:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a reserve. The book The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search
for the Truth it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book provides high quality.

Thomas Schroeder:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information



coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Family Tree: A Lynching in Georgia, a Legacy of Secrets, and My Search for the Truth when you
required it?
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