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In two previous books, Janet Malcolm explored the hidden sides of, respectively, institutional psychoanalysis
and Freudian biography. In this book, she examines the psychopathology of journalism. Using a strange and
unprecedented lawsuit as her larger-than-life example -- the lawsuit of Jeffrey MacDonald, a convicted
murderer, against Joe McGinniss, the author of Fatal Vision, a book about the crime -- she delves into the
always uneasy, sometimes tragic relationship that exists between journalist and subject. In Malcolm's view,
neither journalist nor subject can avoid the moral impasse that is built into the journalistic situation. When
the text first appeared, as a two-part article in The New Yorker, its thesis seemed so radical and its irony so
pitiless that journalists across the country reacted as if stung.

Her book is a work of journalism as well as an essay on journalism: it at once exemplifies and dissects its
subject. In her interviews with the leading and subsidiary characters in the MacDonald-McGinniss case -- the
principals, their lawyers, the members of the jury, and the various persons who testified as expert witnesses
at the trial -- Malcolm is always aware of herself as a player in a game that, as she points out, she cannot
lose. The journalist-subject encounter has always troubled journalists, but never before has it been looked at
so unflinchingly and so ruefully. Hovering over the narrative -- and always on the edge of the reader's
consciousness -- is the MacDonald murder case itself, which imparts to the book an atmosphere of anxiety
and uncanniness. The Journalist and the Murderer derives from and reflects many of the dominant
intellectual concerns of our time, and it will have a particular appeal for those who cherish the odd, the off-
center, and the unsolved.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marcella Aragon:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Journalist and the Murderer is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this
era.

Helen Williams:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled The Journalist and the Murderer can be excellent
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Maez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular The Journalist and the Murderer can
give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Journalist and the Murderer.

Karen Bergeron:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and The Journalist and the Murderer as well as others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping
them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Journalist and the Murderer to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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