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Movie musicals are among the most quintessentially American art forms, often celebrating mobility, self-
expression, and the pursuit of one’s dreams. But like Americaitself, the Hollywood musical draws from
many distinct ethnic traditions. In this illuminating new study, Desirée J. Garcia examines the lesser-known
folk musicals from early African American, Yiddish, and Mexican filmmakers, revealing how these were
essential ingredients in the melting pot of the Hollywood musical.

The Migration of Musical Film shows how the folk musical was rooted in the challenges faced by
immigrants and migrants who had to adapt to new environments, balancing American individualism with
family values and cultural traditions. Uncovering fresh material from film industry archives, Garcia
considers how folk musicals were initially marginal productions, designed to appeal to specific minority
audiences, and yet introduced themes that were gradually assimilated into the Hollywood mainstream.

No other book offers a comparative historical study of the folk musical, from the first sound filmsin the
1920s to the genre’ s resurgence in the 1970s and 1980s. Using an illustrative rather than comprehensive
approach, Garciafocuses on significant momentsin the sub-genre and rarely studied films such as Alla en €l
Rancho Grande along with familiar favorites that drew inspiration from earlier folk musicals—everything
from The Wizard of Oz to Zoot Suit. If you think of movie musicals simply as escapist mainstream
entertainment, The Migration of Musical Filmis sure to leave you singing a different tune.
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From reader reviews:
L ois Cox:

This book untitled The Migration of Musical Film: From Ethnic Margins to American Mainstream to be one
of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your
list.

Carrie Wakefield:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
info. When you read areserve you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Migration of Musical Film: From Ethnic Margins to American Mainstream, you may tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a guide.

Roxie Jenkins:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Migration of Musical Film: From
Ethnic Margins to American Mainstream or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes The Migration of Musical Film: From Ethnic Marginsto
American Mainstream to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jeremy Robinson:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Migration of Musical Film: From Ethnic
Margins to American Mainstream to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to liketo
start abook and read it. Beside that the e-book The Migration of Musical Film: From Ethnic Margins to



American Mainstream can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of their time.
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