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The period of reform, revolution, and reaction that characterized seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe
also witnessed an intensified interest in lesbians. In scientific treatises and orientalist travelogues, in French
court gossip and Dutch court records, in passionate verse, in the rising novel, and in cross-dressed flirtations
on the English and Spanish stage, poets, playwrights, philosophers, and physicians were placing sapphic
relations before the public eye.            

 

In The Sexuality of History, Susan S. Lanser shows how intimacies between women became harbingers of
the modern, bringing the sapphic into the mainstream of some of the most significant events in Western
Europe. Ideas about female same-sex relations became a focal point for intellectual and cultural contests
between authority and liberty, power and difference, desire and duty, mobility and change, order and
governance. Lanser explores the ways in which a historically specific interest in lesbians intersected with,
and stimulated, systemic concerns that would seem to have little to do with sexuality. Departing from the
prevailing trend of queer reading whereby scholars ferret out hidden content in “closeted” texts, Lanser
situates overtly erotic representations within wider spheres of interest.  The Sexuality of History shows that
just as we can understand sexuality by studying the past, so too can we understand the past by studying
sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Jones:

The actual book The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Sexuality of History: Modernity and
the Sapphic, 1565-1830 is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Junior Price:

The book untitled The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site
and also order it. Have a nice read.

Scott Fisher:

You may spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Sexuality of History: Modernity and
the Sapphic, 1565-1830 is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cody Chenault:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Sexuality of History: Modernity and the Sapphic, 1565-1830 was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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